SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Hebgen Lake Yacht Club
1. RULES

1.1. The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined by The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS).

1.2. Changes to the following RRS sections will be made for this regatta: 29.1 (Individual Recall), 32.2 (Shortening of Course after the Start), 35 (Time Limit and Scores), 42.3(h) (Propulsion‐Exceptions), 62.1(a) (Redress), A2 (Series Scores), A4.1 and A4.2 (Low Point Scoring System), A11 (Scoring Abbreviations), Race Signal AP (Postponement).

2. SAFETY REGULATIONS

2.1. A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as possible.

2.2. All competitors shall obey all state laws and regulations regarding the safe and legal operation of their vessel.

2.3. Competitors in this event are participating entirely at their own risk.  See RRS 4, Decision to Race.  Competitors agree that the race organizers (organizing authority, race committee, protest committee, host club, sponsors, or any other organization or official) will not be responsible for damage to any boat or other property or the injury to any competitor including death, sustained as a result of participation in this event.  As an inducement to the race organizers to produce the race, each competitor agrees that by participating in this event each competitor is deemed to have waived all claims against and released the race organizers from any and all liability associated with such competitor’s participation in this event to the fullest extent permitted by law and is deemed to have warranted that he has obtained this same release of the race organizers by each crew member.

3. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS – Notices to competitors will be posted on the white board located at Hebgen Lake Yacht Club (HLYC) open deck, or on board the Race Committee Boat.
4. CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS ‐ Any change to these Sailing Instructions will be posted on the official notice board at least 45 minutes before the scheduled start of the first race.

5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

5.1. Signals made ashore will be displayed from the HLYC deck.

5.2. When flag “P” is displayed ashore, the start of the race shall be postponed not less than 30 minutes.
6. SCHEDULE OF RACES

6.1. The race schedule will be as stated in the Notice of Race and will be posted on the official notice

board.

6.2. It is the intention of the Race Committee to run a maximum of one race for cruisers, but multiple races may be held for dinghies.

7. CLASS FLAGS

7.1. Classes will be defined as “Cruiser” for vessels twenty feet in length or greater, and “Dinghy” for vessels less than twenty feet.
7.2. The class flag for Cruisers shall be a red letter “C” on a white field.  The class flag for Dinghies shall be an orange letter “D” on a black field.
7.3. Reminder; as stated in the preamble to Race Signals: “When a visual signal is displayed over a class flag, the signal applies only to that class.”

8. MARKS

8.1. Marks of the course shall be yellow buoys.

8.2. The starting line and finish line shall consist of an orange flag displayed on the Committee Boat, when anchored, and an orange mark.
9. COURSES

The course shall be as described in the Skipper’s Meeting.
10. THE START

10.1. The starting order for the classes will be first Cruisers, then Dinghies.
10.2. The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the race committee boat at the starboard end and the port‐end orange starting mark.

10.3. The race committee may, no later than the warning signal, trail a mark from the stern of the race committee boat stationed at the starboard end of the starting line. The trailing mark will be considered to be an extension of the race committee boat. No boat may pass between the trailing mark and the race committee boat.

10.4. Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall avoid the starting area after the first warning signal of a race and shall not interfere with boats that are in their starting sequence.
10.5. The starting sequence shall consist of a five minute process.  Approximately six minutes before the sequence begins, the Race Committee (RC) shall sound three short blasts to indicate the sequence is about to commence.  Five minutes before a start the RC shall sound a horn and hoist, so as to display, the Race Fleet Flag of the fleet being started.  Four minutes before the start, the RC shall sound a horn and hoist the four minute warning flag.  One minute before the start the RC shall sound a horn and drop the four minute flag.  At the start the RC shall sound a long horn and drop the class flag of the class being started.  In order to properly start, in accordance with the U. S. Sailing Racing Rules of Sailing, a competing vessel must be completely on the starting side of the starting line, and pass completely through the starting line, onto the race course, without contacting the Race Committee vessel or the pin marking the starting line.
11. RECALLS – When individual recalls are signaled, the race committee may (at its discretion) attempt to hail the sail numbers of the recalled boats by cell phone. Failure of the race committee to hail or failure of a boat to hear the hail of its sail number shall not relieve the boat of its obligation to start correctly. This changes RRS 29.1 and 62.1(a).  Individual recall shall be signaled by a yellow flag with a black ‘X’.  General recall shall be signaled by four blasts of a horn, and by a yellow flag with a white square.
12. SHORTENING OF COURSE AFTER THE START – When shortening the course, a race committee boat will be stationed within a leg of the course. The display of Code Flag of the fleet (“C” and/or “D”) with two repetitive sound signals means: "finish between the committee boat and the nearby mark." This changes RRS 32.2.

13. THE FINISH – The finishing line will be between a race committee boat displaying an orange flag and the nearby orange mark if present and otherwise between the orange pin and the HLYC flag pole.

14. TIME LIMIT

14.1. The time limit for a race is 1700 (5:00 pm)

14.2. If a boat in a class sails the course and finishes within the time limit, only those boats in the same class finishing within the time limit or within one and a half hours of the first finisher in the class, whichever is later, will be counted as finishing. This changes RRS 35.

15. PROTESTS

15.1. Protests will be written and delivered to the Protest Committee Chairperson before the end of "Protest Filing Time," which will begin when the committee boat docks and end 45 minutes later. These times will be posted on the notice board.

15.2. Protest notices will be posted within 30 minutes of the end of "Protest Filing Time" to inform competitors of the place and time of hearings.

15.3. Protests will then be heard as soon as possible, in approximately the order of receipt.
16. ALTERNATE PENALTY
In the event a competitor violates a rule of sailing regarding the right of way with another competitor while racing, the competitor at fault may exonerate itself by completing two complete turns (a 720) as soon as practical after the violation.  If a competitor touches a mark while racing it must complete one full turn (a 360) before continuing to race.  If this violation occurs at the finish line it must complete the penalty, then finish.
17. GROUNDING
A boat aground may use force applied by the crew of boat and any equipment other than a propulsion engine without penalty.  However, if she is unable to free herself she may use a propulsion engine or any other method without receiving outside help and provided she does not gain a significant advantage.  Once free, the boat shall halt its forward momentum using its engine.  To exonerate herself for use of a propulsion engine she shall take a One-Turn Penalty while sailing in accordance with RRS 44.2.  This changes RRS 42.3(g).
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